~
Qlhwrsy VoM
s vl

"‘\patuq, Oy AT Y Lt

-
AP T ey

e PINY e AT
(> A & e bna »

§ o e A

PR L O v A S A

. 19 » o9l DAL

»

AV R R
[TL RN L e ol o

T I E Lot

TN WP RN L, L

LAY I Y s
Tl .\ N
L "
F e aar L e b
L L DU T

"

Y -

LIRS LAl L Y

~ c',,',. S0 BPF

"

Wb

e Aean A e

TP TN

P e

I

™

»”

L S |

L et
UAMAL LY a i ay,
Ol e X
EPPRE S e
e -y SeYT A
'fl-’-. e e

D 1 Y

.-"..dym"-ﬂ >
AR AT TE N
L el o

TNy Wi -

A A L SR

Yrep S iy a e
e AT -

A TY N
| IRV P

S L
-

TS e
s o, Yo .
re N AN ] e

SVt i Je o 5

=10/0], 61}

ECL 596: Professor Jessica Pressman
Fall 2025

3: Jorge Luis Borges, “Library of Babel” (1941
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 Wordpress— all good? Password added soon.
* | will be posting class slides to the Wordpress site

* Blog posts suggestion: focus on a quote and develop an idea/
interpretation/question.
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individual. It does not necessarily have to be found in written texts. Sometimes it takes the

form of ideologies, or, in today’'s world, even algorithms that claim to impose order on the

overwhelming complexity of information.

Applying this idea to our digital age, | think people today are still searching for truth through
religions, science, Al and algorithms. But as described in Borges' Library, there is too much
iInformation and contradictions at the same time. Maylbe that's why it's not about finding the
perfect book, but about accepting that truth remains fragmentary. Therefore, humans should

question the meaning of life.

This entry was posted in Uncategorized by Oz Yilmaz. Bookmark the permalink.

ONE THOUGHT ON “HOPEFULLY THIS BOOK FINALLY EXPLAINS MY EXISTENCE”

Raine Porath on August 31, 2025 at 6:01 pm said: Edit

Hi, Oz! You make deep points about the search for meaning. | like how you connect
philosophical searches for truth to “algorithms that claim to impose order on the
overwhelming complexity of information.” it makes me think about how Google and Al
ike ChatGPT generate answers that the human user might interpret as objective truth,
but which are based off of subjective data. The way that the user actually interfaces
with these technologies shapes their expectations of how knowledge and truth are
sought and obtained. Thanks for this great post, it's making me think a lot harder

apout philosophy and technology!

Reply |




Questions from Canvas

-Regarding the extra credit 1%, does that mean there is an available total of 1% for the whole
semester or each extra credit opportunity gives up to 1%7

-. Considering we are not really using Canvas for the daily assignments, will our grade still be
visible on Canvas?

-For the weekly blogs, should we focus more on our own original ideas or just close reading of
the text?

-Are books in special collections able to be removed from the area, or will we have to work in the
area’’

-What happens if | miss a Special Collections lab day?

-Can we choose any book for the midterm "Biography of a Book" project, or only from the ones
in Special Collections?

-Do we get feedback on each weekly blog post, or just one grade?
-DEADLINES: on READING SCHEDULE



Pioneer in Blue Humanities, Shakespeare
scholar, poet, and ocean swimmer.

Dr. Mentz will be in conversation with
Professors Jessica Pressman and Diana Leong
(ECL) about Ecocriticism, the Blue Humanities,
Moby-Dick, and more. He will answer your
questions about interdisciplinary creative-
critical research from all in attendance.

Location: Date: Time:
Digital Humanities Tuesday, 3:30 - 4:45 p.m.

Center (Love Library, Sept. 16
lower level)

SPONSORED BY:

SDSU

College of Arts and Letters

English and

Comparative Literature

i’

An Introduction to the
Blue Humanihies

Sl Bl

ENVIRONMENTAL
HUMANITIES LAB
SDSU



Extra Credit

New Digital Humanities Center
Installation!

The Digital Humanities Center will be featuring an installation from School
of Art and Design Professor, Matthew Herbert, also known as his studio
name, (Artist site)

The installation will run from August 25th to November 21st, so make sure
you head down to the DHC (LA 61) and check it out before it's gone!




Jorge Luis Borges
(1899-1986)
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Argentine writer and librarian

His “The Garden of Forking Paths” (1944) inspired creators
of digital tech/the Web
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e British Museum Reading Room (1857)



e LII-LL L) by g
ARELEas

“ - l‘ 6 & fliu‘
T ‘” s
= = |
[ _&hl\:’




National Library, Buenos

Aires/ Biblioteca Nacional
de la Republica Argentina

(circa1960-70s)




“The Library of Babel”
(1941)

® First impressions, ideas!



e O/Z: ut this shows the character of human beings, because we
want order, even if it cannot exist. Human beings cannot
endure chaos...Applying this idea to our digital age, | think
people today are still searching for truth through religions,
science, Al and algorithmsl...Maybe that’s why it’s not about
finding the perfect book, but about accepting that truth
remains fragmentary. Therefore, humans should question the
meaning of life.

e ALLEA: Jorge Luis Borges’ short story “The Library of Babel”
IS a fantastical thought exercise that essentially reflects
various human reactions to abstract questions in a thoughtful
and sometimes humorous way.



e NINA: The Library, or the Universe, is as Borges describes, “indefinite
and perhaps infinite,” it stretches into vast galleries and hexagons,
yet, all the books in the library reach a total number, somewhere on

the library shelves the rows of books end although there is space for

them to reach and take up space forever. It feels disappointing that

there could not be an endless amount of books. | view this as a

representation of humanity reflecting on its own limits...

e have heard before that it is nearly impossible to know if you have a
truly original thought that no one has ever had before, even if right
now in your head you try to form the most random idea, how would
you know you were the first person to ever think that out of the
billions of people who have ever existed? ...how do we create new
thoughts, how do we know they are new?



e RAINE: Borges situates archival, reading, and knowledge
production as material, time-bound labors that interface with
violence and mortality. Before the Internet exists, Borges reminds
us that this network is a material construction through which
human labor produces means of interpreting information.

 Borges understands that reading is a constructed and historic
custom shaped by bodily labor, limits, and innovation; the same
understanding shapes Marino’s work and my reading of it through
multiple modes of reading. Thinking about books as objects
networked through labor and time will help to guide me as we
begin examining materials in Special Collections



:) E D Oxford English Dictionary Quick search: ([ERRIaR,
The definitive record of the English language

epiStemOIOgy, n. Text size: A A

View as: Outline | Full entry Quotations: Show all | Hide all Keywords: On | Off

Pronunciation: Brit. ([(3/t p1sta'mplad3i/, U.S. (/3 p1sta'maladzi/, [/ pista'maladsi/,
()i, p1sta'maladsi/
Frequency (in current use): e*e¢oeo
Origin: A borrowing from Greek, combined with an English element; modelled on a German lexical item. Etymons: Greek émomjun , -OLOGY comb. form.

Etymology: < ancient Greek émomun knowledge (see EPISTEME n.) 4+ -OLOGY comb. form... (Show More)

Philosophy.

The theory of knowledge and understanding, esp. with regard to its methods, validity, and scope, and the ——

Categories »

distinction between justified belief and opinion; (as a count noun) a particular theory of knowledge and
understanding.

1847 Eclectic Mag. Nov. 306 The title of one of the principal works of Fichte is “Wissenschajftslehre,” which, after the analogy of technology..we render
epistemology.

1854 J. F. FERRIER Inst. Metaphysic 46 This section of the science is properly termed the Epistemology... It answers the general question, ‘What is Knowing
and the Known?'—or more shortly, ‘What is Knowledge?’
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ONTOLOGY

VERSUS
EPISTEMOLOGY
Ontology is Epistemology is
concerned with concerned with the
what is true or real, nature of knowledge
and the nature of and different
reality methods of gaining
knowledge

Asks questions like Asks questions like

“What is existence?” “What do you
and “What is the know?” and “How do

nature of existence?” you know it?”

Pediaa.com



* Where have we seen visions of totalizing knowledge before?

e What books are identified as contains this universal knowledge?



Totalizing Knowledge

o THE WORLD WIDE WEB



Micha Ullman’s "Library" (1995), a memorial to books burned 1n
the Holocaust, located in Berlin’s Bebelplatz, the site of public
burning of tens of thousands of books on May 10, 1933.



® \VWhat is the relevance of the title!?



The Tower of Babel by Bruegel the Elder (1563)

"Tower of Babel" (Genesis 11:1-9)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Tower_of_Babel_(Bruegel)

Babel & Translation

Jacques Derrida, “Des Tours de Babel”(1983)

“The ‘tower of Babel’ does not merely figure
the 1rreducible multiplicity of tongues: 1t

exhibits an incompletion, the impossibility of
finishing, of totalizing, of saturating...” (165)

'''''
N .

“Translation then becomes necessary and R (|
impossible, like the effect of a struggle for the | s
appropriation of the name, necessary and ok B
forbidden 1n the interval between two
absolutely proper names™ (170)

Bruegel the Elder, The
Tower of Babel (1563)

-“Nothing 1s more serious than translation™
(184)


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Tower_of_Babel_(Bruegel)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Tower_of_Babel_(Bruegel)

Universal Language quests

1641: John Wilkins
1678: Leibniz composed lingua generalis

1827: Soudre invented Solresol The Search for the Perfect Language

1854 George Boole Umberto Eco
Trans. James Fentress

18877: Esperanto Blackwell

-Computer languages: “None the less, 1995

they are universal systems; they are
comprehensible to speakers of ditfering
natural languages and are pertect in the
sense that they are permit neither error
nor ambiguity” (Eco 311)



Derrida on Babel

“The ‘tower of Babel’ does not merely figure the irreducible
multiplicity of tongues: it exhibits an incompletion, the
impossibility of finishing, of totalizing, of saturating...” (165)

® =no totalizing= no totalitarianism

Jacques Derrida,“Des Tours de Babel”. Trans. By Joseph F. Graham
In Difference in Translation, Ed. by Joseph F. Graham

Cornell University Press, 1985
(165-207)



VWorld Wide Veb

<IDOCTYPE html>
<html>
<head>
<meta charset="UTF-8">
<title>Title goes herec¢/title>

</head>
<body>

</body>
</html>







