
BOOKS!!
ECL 596: Professor Jessica Pressman


Fall 2025 

Day 3: Mark C. Marino, “Marginalia in the 
Library of Babel” (2007)



ADMIN

• Canvas assignment- due tomorrow


• Tuesday meet in Special Collections (Love Library, Room 150)— see new 
PAGE “Special Collections HOW TO” on website


• Pro tips for reading with our lab visits


• Wordpress password— adding it this weekend.



Discussion

•What to discuss? How to discuss?



From your blogs- 
remediation

• AVERY: Marino’s brilliance with Marginalia in the Library of Babel is captured by his ability to simulate the 
Library of Babel within the digital. Finding the library and the Internet to be one in their archiving of 
information, Marino takes the context of Borges’ stories and emulates the same dizzying effect of the library 
by cataloguing hyperlinks. Through these hyperlinks, readers can go down the same rabbit hole of 
information as the hyperlinks reflect Borges’ hexagonal library structure. 



From your blogs- 
leaving a mark

• TRINITY: This quote not only represents Marino’s lust for leaving a record of his footsteps in the world, but 
the undeniable human instinct to want to make a change and leave the world different from which they 
came….Another powerful idea discussed in this response by Marino is the idea of being able to leave your 
footprints and mark behind by writing in the margins of a novel.

• RAINE: The decay of the Diigo plugin used for this annotation changes our relationship to Marino’s 
hypertext. The psychosomatic act of creating annotations would involve the reader in expanding the online 
Library’s many-roomed body. C.K.’s annotations are not visible in the ELD’s archived edition of Marginalia, 
but the archived edition simulates the original visuals of Marino’s hypertext.

https://wayback.archive-it.org/798/20120822170832/http:/www.bunkmag.com/diigo/i_blog.htm






Narrator’s story



Narrator’s story & the 
role of annotations



Readerly self













What is the SO WHAT of 
this story?

What does the analogy between Internet and 
Library of Babel do, show, suggest?



Borges: “the man who 
discovered the Internet”



The Web is 
ANNOTATION



The Memex, 1945
“The human mind…operates by association.  With one item in its grasp, it 

snaps instantly to the next that is suggested by the association of 
thoughts, in accordance with some intricate web of trails carried by the 
cells of the brain”  

“A memex is a device in which an individual stores all his books, records, 
and communications, and which is mechanized so that it may be 
consulted with exceeding speed and flexibility. It is an enlarged 
supplement to his memory”  

1945: Vannevar Bush, “As We Might Think,” 
 The Atlantic Monthly (1945) 



Take Aways/Questions?



Hypertext:

• what it is?

• when is it?

• why is it so important?

• 3 central characteristics:  

    1) multiple reading paths 
    2) chunked text  
    3) navigation system of links







404 error







Mosaic browser (circa 2000)



Robert Coover

• “ hypertext presents a radically divergent 
technology, interactive and polyvocal, favoring a 
plurality of discourses over definitive utterance and 
freeing the reader from domination by the author. 
Hypertext reader and writer are said to become co-
learners or co-writers, as it were, fellow-travelers in 
the mapping and remapping of textual (and visual, 
kinetic and aural) components, not all of which are 
provided by what used to be called the author.” 
(Coover [1992] 706) 



Robert Coover

• “ hypertext presents a radically divergent 
technology, interactive and polyvocal, favoring a 
plurality of discourses over definitive utterance and 
freeing the reader from domination by the author. 
Hypertext reader and writer are said to become co-
learners or co-writers, as it were, fellow-travelers in 
the mapping and remapping of textual (and visual, 
kinetic and aural) components, not all of which are 
provided by what used to be called the author.” 
(Coover [1992] 706) 



•  “No fixed center, for starters -- and no edges either, 
no ends or boundaries. The traditional narrative time 
line vanishes into a geographical landscape or exitless 
maze, with beginnings, middles and ends being no 
longer part of the immediate display. Instead: 
branching options, menus, link markers and mapped 
networks. There are no hierarchies in these topless 
(and bottomless) networks, as paragraphs, chapters 
and other conventional text divisions are replaced by 
evenly empowered and equally ephemeral window-
sized blocks of text and graphics -- soon to be 
supplemented with sound, animation and film” 
(Coover [1992] 707). 

De-center



Radical, Utopian

“Hypertext is truly a new and unique 
environment......Fluidity, contingency, indeterminacy, 
plurality, discontinuity are the hypertext buzzwords 
of the day, and they seem to be fast becoming 
principles, in the same way that relativity not so long 
ago displaced the falling apple” (Coover [1992] 709).



Take Aways/Questions?


