
BOOKS!!
ECL 596: Professor Jessica Pressman


Fall 2025 

Day 14: Electronic Literature…. Borsuk’s 
Between Page and Screen (2012)





ADMIN

• Bio of Books are great!!


• Nearly done grading— grades/feedback, by email, by end of week


• Revisions due 11/9 by email…



ADMIN

• Wednesday: ECL open house— extra credit- 1-2; Q&A 12-1


• Thursday: Halloween extra credit!



Electronic Literature







www.betweenpageandscreen.com

http://www.betweenpageand


Amaranth Borsuk and Brad Bouse, 
Between Page and Screen (2012)



c







Code as writing

MIT Press, 2020
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Critical Code Studies

• 2006 and 2020



Critical Code Studies
• “I would like to propose that we no longer speak of the code as 

a text in metaphorical terms, but that we begin to analyze and 
explicate code as a text, as a sign system with its own rhetoric, 
as verbal communication that possesses significance in excess 
of its functional utility.” 

• “In effect, I am proposing that we can read and explicate 
code the way we might explicate a work of literature in a new 
field of inquiry that I call Critical Code Studies (CCS).” 

• —Mark C. Marino, electronic book review (2006) 

• http://www.electronicbookreview.com/thread/electropoetics/
codology

http://www.electronicbookreview.com/thread/electropoetics/codology
http://www.electronicbookreview.com/thread/electropoetics/codology


Critical Code Studies
• “Critical Code Studies (CCS) is an approach that 

applies critical hermeneutics to the interpretation of 
computer code, program architecture, and 
documentation within a socio-historical context.” 

• “Like literary analysis, CCS is an interpretive 
process rather than an instrumentally proscriptive 
or solely descriptive process” 

• —Mark C. Marino, electronic book review (2006)



Discussion 

• Read as a separate groups and come back to 
share experiences and surprises:

• What did you notice while holding the 
book and reading?

• What did you notice while watching 
someone else hold the book and read?





Take aways/questions?


