
BOOKS!!
ECL 596: Professor Jessica Pressman


Fall 2025 

Day 17: Bookishness



ADMIN
• Final project proposals: completion grade. Feedback posted to blog so that others can 

see and benefit from suggestions 
-I think I responded to those that posted (Trinity, Avery). Anyone else? Email me.


• Grades at this point: any questions, email me


•  
More blog opportunities:


• Blog for next week (if you choose to wrote one): What you need to learn/do in order to 
complete your final project


• Following week 15: what you learned from your projects


• Final week 16: What you learned in this class



ADMIN
• NEXT WEEK: 

• No class meeting on Tuesday— asynchronous peer review in Google doc.  
We will not meet during class, but this work can be done during class time. Here are the directions: 

1.Post a draft of your thesis and plan for the final essay; thesis statement (2-3 sentences)  before 
our class time (before 12:30 pm). You can add more content about your planned media format, 
if you want feedback on that too! 
2.During class time, add comments on at least one peer’s abstract– but hopefully every one– by 
Tuesday, November 25 at midnight. 

NOTE: Do not change the content of anyone else’s content. Add comments in Track Changes or 
below the thesis (in italics or a color, or something to denote your editorial presence) and add 
your name. 

•

https://fall2025-ecl596.jessicapressman.com/thesis-statement/


Final Project proposal brainstorming

• What is your topic/idea/research question?


• What object(s) do you want to examine/explore?


• What format do you want your presentation to take? Why?



Bookishness

• Questions/points of inspiration/confusion/contention with the reading?


• Where do you want to start our discussion?


• Questions about the research/writing process?



Twenty-first-century culture is obsessed with books. In a 
time when many voices have joined to predict the death 
of print, books continue to resurface in new and 
unexpected ways. From the proliferation of “shelfies” to 
Jane Austen–themed leggings and from decorative 
pillows printed with beloved book covers to bookwork 
sculptures exhibited in prestigious collections, books are 
everywhere and are not just for reading. Writers have 
caught up with this trend: many contemporary novels 
depict books as central characters or fetishize paper and 
print thematically and formally.

In Bookishness, Jessica Pressman examines the new 
status of the book as object and symbol. She explores the 
rise of “bookishness” as an identity and an aesthetic 
strategy. Bringing together media studies, book history, 
and literary criticism, Bookishness explains how books 
still give meaning to our lives in a digital age.

Columbia University Press, 2020





From your blogs

• ALLEA: Reading Dr. Pressman’s Bookishness has tied everything taught 
and read over the semester up with a beautiful, perfect bow. While reading 
the chapter, it was cool to see all of the authors Dr. Pressman had 
mentioned and/or assigned for the class. Upon seeing the multitude of 
authors in the Introduction and Chapter 1 of Bookishness, it felt like this 
semester was a window into Dr. Pressman’s research process and 
mindset as she had set off to write a book, at first about the “death of the 
book,” and later became about “bookishness.”



From your blogs- digital enables print and books

• KIERSTEN:  I found this idea of a Mac BookBook the epitome of 
Bookishness itself: a digital device pretending to be a physical book. Not 
only does this device make a book appear to be something its not, but it 
shows something that is no longer there. I found this very fascinating and 
also shocking



From your blogs- nearness

• KAAN: “Bookishness is about maintaining a nearness to books.” (p. 10) 
Nearness. There’s something quiet but powerful in the way Pressman 
uses that phrase. She isn’t talking about how much we read or how 
deeply we understand a text. She is talking about something simpler. 
Being close to books, keeping them around us, letting them shape the 
spaces we live in. And that idea immediately made me think about why 
books still matter in a world where so much has moved to screens.



Andrew Piper, Book Was There: Reading in 
Electronic Times (2012)

“It is this thereness that is both essential for understanding the medium of 
the book (that books exists as finite objects in the world) and also for 
reminding us that we cannot think about our electronic future without 
contending with its antecedent, the bookish past” (ix) 

“Books will always be there. That is what they are by definition: there” (xi) 

“Books have never been just objects of reading. To understand books is to 
understand the act of looking that transpires between us and them. It is to 
ask how we face books and how they face us” (26)

—Andrew Piper, Book Was There: Reading in Electronic Times (Chicago UP, 2012) 
  
•



Andrew Piper,  
Book Was There  

(Chicago UP, 2012)
“Now is the time to understand the rich 
history of what we have thought books have 
done for us and what we think digital texts 
might do differently” (xi)
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Bookwork Sculpture

Doug Beube Brian Dettmer











Bookishness after December 2020





How might you use the concept/paradigm of 
Bookishness? 







Discussion

• What does this add to our learning/thinking?



Discussion

• Questions about the research/writing process?


• What does this add to our learning/thinking?



Take-aways/Questions?


